[Combined hepatic resection and intraoperative thermal ablation for multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma].
To investigate the safety and efficacy of hepatic resection combined with intraoperative ablation to treat multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma. Clinical data of patients diagnosed with multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma and treated with hepatic resection combined with intraoperative ablation from March 1998 to September 2007 were retrospectively reviewed. Treatment response, postoperative complications and survival data were analyzed. Combined treatment modalities were well tolerated except one patient dying of postoperative hepatic functional failure. The postoperative complication rate was 23.5% with a mortality rate of 6.7%. Postoperative complication included wound infection (1 case), bile leakage (1 case), subphrenic and pleural effusion (1 case), ablation-associated liver abscess (1 case), all of which were treated with non-surgical methods. The median survival time was 25.9 months. The 1, 3, 5 year survival rates were 70.6% (12/17), 23.5% (4/17), 17.6% (3/17), respectively. Three patients survived more than 5 years after surgery. Up to April 2008, 4 patients were still alive. Hepatectomy combined with intraoperative thermal ablation provides a treatment modality for patients with multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma and may improve the prognosis.